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January 10, 2023

Lyndon Baines Johnson will be
looked upon as one of the greatest
Presidents, giving opportunity to those
who never had it in education and
healthcare and the environment and
criminal justice reform and the right
to vote and civil rights.

I ask my colleagues to join me in the
Congressional Gold Medal for Lyndon
Baines Johnson.

———

118TH CONGRESS REGULATIONS
FOR USE OF DEPOSITION AU-
THORITY AND REMOTE PARTICI-
PATION OF COMMITTEE WIT-
NESSES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON RULES,
Washington, DC, January 10, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER KEVIN MCCARTHY: Pursuant
to section 3(j) and section 3(k) of H. Res. 5,
118th Congress, I hereby submit simulta-
neously the regulations for the remote par-
ticipation of committee witnesses and the
regulations for the use of deposition author-

ity for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
Sincerely,

CHAIRMAN ToM COLE.

REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF DEPOSITION
AUTHORITY

1. Notices for the taking of depositions
shall specify the date, time, and place of ex-
amination. Depositions shall be taken under
oath administered by a member or a person
otherwise authorized to administer oaths.
Depositions may continue from day to day.

2. Consultation with the ranking minority
member shall include three days’ notice be-
fore any deposition is taken. All members of
the committee shall also receive three days
written notice that a deposition will be
taken, except in exigent circumstances. For
purposes of these procedures, a day shall not
include Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such a day.

3. Witnesses may be accompanied at a dep-
osition by two designated personal, non-
governmental attorneys to advise them of
their rights. Only members, committee staff
designated by the chair or ranking minority
member, an official reporter, the witness,
and the witness’s two designated attorneys
are permitted to attend. Other persons, in-
cluding government agency personnel, may
not attend.

4. The chair of the committee noticing the
deposition may designate that deposition as
part of a joint investigation between com-
mittees, and in that case, provide notice to
the members of the committees. If such a
designation is made, the chair and ranking
minority member of the additional com-
mittee(s) may designate committee staff to
attend pursuant to regulation 3. Members
and designated staff of the committees may
attend and ask questions as set forth below.

5. A deposition shall be conducted by any
member or committee counsel designated by
the chair or ranking minority member of the
Committee that noticed the deposition.
When depositions are conducted by com-
mittee counsel, there shall be no more than
two committee counsel permitted to ques-
tion a witness per round. One of the com-
mittee counsel shall be designated by the
chair and the other by the ranking minority
member per round.

6. Deposition questions shall be pro-
pounded in rounds. The length of each round
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shall not exceed 60 minutes per side and shall
provide equal time to the majority and the
minority. In each round, the member(s) or
committee counsel designated by the chair
shall ask questions first, and the member(s)
or committee counsel designated by the
ranking minority member shall ask ques-
tions second.

7. Objections must be stated concisely and
in a non-argumentative and nonsuggestive
manner. A witness’s attorney may not in-
struct a witness to refuse to answer a ques-
tion, except to preserve a privilege. In the
event of professional, ethical, or other mis-
conduct by the witness’s attorney during the
deposition, the Committee may take any ap-
propriate disciplinary action. The witness
may refuse to answer a question only to pre-
serve a privilege. When the witness has re-
fused to answer a question to preserve a
privilege, members or staff may (i) proceed
with the deposition, or (ii) either at that
time or at a subsequent time, seek a ruling
from the Chair either by telephone or other-
wise. If the Chair overrules any such objec-
tion and thereby orders a witness to answer
any question to which an objection was
lodged, the witness shall be ordered to an-
swer. If a member of the committee chooses
to appeal the ruling of the chair, such appeal
must be made within three days, in writing,
and shall be preserved for committee consid-
eration. The Committee’s ruling on appeal
shall be filed with the clerk of the Com-
mittee and shall be provided to the members
and witness no less than three days before
the reconvened deposition. A deponent who
refuses to answer a question after being di-
rected to answer by the chair may be subject
to sanction, except that no sanctions may be
imposed if the ruling of the chair is reversed
by the committee on appeal.

8. The Committee chair shall ensure that
the testimony is either transcribed or elec-
tronically recorded or both. If a witness’s
testimony is transcribed, the witness or the
witness’s attorney shall be afforded an op-
portunity to review a copy. No later than
five days after the witness has been notified
of the opportunity to review the transcript,
the witness may submit suggested changes
to the chair. Committee staff may make any
typographical and technical changes. Sub-
stantive changes, modifications, clarifica-
tions, or amendments to the deposition tran-
script submitted by the witness must be ac-
companied by a letter signed by the witness
requesting the changes and a statement of
the witness’s reasons for each proposed
change. Any substantive changes, modifica-
tions, clarifications, or amendments shall be
included as an appendix to the transcript
conditioned upon the witness signing the
transcript.

9. The individual administering the oath, if
other than a member, shall certify on the
transcript that the witness was duly sworn.
The transcriber shall certify that the tran-
script is a true record of the testimony, and
the transcript shall be filed, together with
any electronic recording, with the clerk of
the committee in Washington, DC. Deposi-
tions shall be considered to have been taken
in Washington, DC, as well as the location
actually taken once filed there with the
clerk of the committee for the committee’s
use. The chair and the ranking minority
member shall be provided with a copy of the
transcripts of the deposition at the same
time.

10. The chair and ranking minority mem-
ber shall consult regarding the release of
deposition testimony, transcripts, or record-
ings, and portions thereof. If either objects
in writing to a proposed release of a deposi-
tion testimony, transcript, or recording, or a
portion thereof, the matter shall be prompt-
ly referred to the committee for resolution.
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11. A witness shall not be required to tes-
tify unless the witness has been provided
with a copy of section 3(k) of H. Res. 5, 118th
Congress, and these regulations.
REGULATIONS FOR THE REMOTE PARTICIPATION

OF COMMITTEE WITNESSES

Except as provided by section 3(j) of H.
Res. b, 118th Congress and these regulations,
witnesses shall testify before a committee in
person. No remote testimony will be accept-
ed from witnesses testifying in a government
capacity. In the event the chair of a com-
mittee determines that testimony of a wit-
ness appearing in a non-governmental capac-
ity is necessary and such a witness is only
available to participate remotely due to ex-
treme hardship or other exceptional cir-
cumstances, the chair may allow the witness
to participate remotely, with written ap-
proval from the Majority Leader.

The official record of the committee pro-
ceeding shall include a letter from the chair
detailing the necessity of allowing the wit-
ness to participate remotely, a description of
why the witness could not participate in per-
son, why such testimony was necessary for
purposes of fulfilling Congress’s Article I re-
sponsibility, and a letter from the Majority
Leader approving of such remote participa-
tion.

The witness must agree to remain on the
platform until excused by the chair. The wit-
ness should conduct a pre-hearing tech-
nology test with staff designated by the
chair, to ensure the witness will have suffi-
cient internet connection during the hear-
ing, and to minimize the possibility of any
technical issues.

No witness appearing in a governmental
capacity may participate remotely. No wit-
ness testifying before a committee in re-
sponse to a subpoena is permitted to testify
remotely, unless both the chair of the com-
mittee and the Majority Leader authorize
such testimony in writing and printed in the
Congressional Record.

Any text based or private messaging func-
tion in the software platform used to facili-
tate the participation of a remote witness
must be disabled unless it is used to provide
technical support to the witness, which may
be excluded from the public video stream and
will not be considered a committee record.

Only witnesses approved for remote par-
ticipation may have participatory access on
the software platform.

Committees may only utilize a software
platform certified by the Chief Administra-
tive Officer. The Chief Administrative Offi-
cer should inform committees, including the
ranking minority members, each time a soft-
ware platform is certified.

Witnesses participating remotely should
appear before a nonpolitical, professional ap-
propriate background that is minimally dis-
tracting to other members and witnesses, to
the greatest extent possible. It remains with-
in the full discretion of the chair to enforce
rules of decorum for committee proceedings.

Any committee report of activities sub-
mitted pursuant to clause 1(d)(1) of rule XI
should include a list of hearings conducted
with remote participation.

A witness participating remotely in a com-
mittee proceeding shall be visible onscreen
within the software platform until excused
by the chair. The witness shall disclose to
the chair and ranking member any addi-
tional individual(s) present off screen.

Witness counsel shall be allowed access on
the remote proceeding software platform if
they are not in the physical presence of the
witness. It is recommended that counsel fa-
cilitate a separate secure line of communica-
tion with the witness. A witness may not be
unmuted by any other individual and should
be allowed to use such secure line of commu-
nication while testifying to confer with
counsel.
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A witness may not allow an individual not
invited to testify to speak on the platform.
The committee chair may only provide an
exception when the other individual is nec-
essary to facilitate the witness’s participa-
tion in the hearing (e.g. translators).

A chair may not authorize remote partici-
pation for more than one witness at a com-
mittee hearing without the approval of the
Majority Leader in writing and printed in
the Congressional Record.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 11, 2023, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1. A letter from the Regulations Coor-
dinator, Office of Head Start, Administration
for Children and Families, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s Major final rule — Miti-
gating the Spread of COVID-19 in Head Start
Programs (RIN: 0970-AC90) received January
9, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

EC-2. A letter from the Regulations Coor-
dinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Conduct of Persons and Traffic on the Na-
tional Institutes of Health Federal Enclave
[Docket Number: NIH-2020-0002] (RIN: 0925-
AAG6T) received January 9, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-3. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-678, ‘‘Coronavirus Immunization
of School Students Temporary Amendment
Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC—4. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-679, ‘“‘District Government Fam-
ily Bereavement Leave Second Temporary
Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-5. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-692, ‘‘Criminal Justice Involve-
ment Reduction Temporary Amendment Act
of 2022”’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-693, ‘“‘Foreclosure Moratorium
and Homeowner Assistance Fund Coordina-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2022,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-7. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-694, ‘‘Advisory Neighborhood
Commission Pandemic Provisions Extension
Second Temporary Amendment Act of 2022,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
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(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-8. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-695, ‘“‘CRIAC Assistance Fund
Temporary Amendment Act of 2022, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-9. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-707, “‘11th Street Bridge Project
Temporary Act of 2022”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-10. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-708, ‘‘Small Business Relief Grant
Program Temporary Amendment Act of
2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-11. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-647, ‘‘Public Health Emergency
Credit Alert Extension Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-12. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-648, ‘“Medical Marijuana Plant
Count Elimination Temporary Amendment
Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-13. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-649, ‘“The Spice Suite LLC Grant
Establishment Temporary Amendment Act
of 2022”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-14. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-637, ‘“‘Stormiyah Denson-Jackson
Economic Damages Equity Act of 2022, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-15. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-638, ‘“‘Partition of Real Property
Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-16. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-639, ‘‘Joint Property Protection
Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-17. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-640, ‘“‘Local Resident Voting
Rights Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-18. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-641, ‘‘Expanding Fee Waivers for
Low-Income Litigants Amendment Act of
2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-19. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-643, ‘‘Paternity Establishment
Amendment Act of 2022”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-20. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-644, ‘“‘Enhancing Reproductive
Health Protections Amendment Act 2022,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.
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EC-21. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-645, “‘Child Development Facility
Lead Testing Amendment Act of 2022, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-22. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-646, ‘“‘Human Rights Sanctuary
Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-23. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-654, ‘“Uniform Power of Attorney
Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-24. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-655, ‘‘Zero Waste Plastic Prod-
ucts Recycling Amendment Act of 2022”°, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-25. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 64-642, ‘‘Elections Modernization
Amendment Act of 2022, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-26. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-657, ‘“‘Expanding Supports for
Crime Victims Amendment Act of 2022"°, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-27. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-680, ‘‘New Markets Tax Credit
Real Property Tax Exemption Amendment
Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-28. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-681, ‘206 Elm St., N.W., Real
Property Tax Abatement Amendment Act of
2022°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-29. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-682, ‘“Whitman-Walker Entities
at St. Elizabeths Tax Rebate Amendment
Act of 2022, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-30. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Acts 24-683, ‘‘Limited Equity Coopera-
tive Advisory Council Act of 2022’°, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-31. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-684, ‘‘Limited Equity Cooperative
Property Tax Assistance Amendment Act of
2022”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-32. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-685, ‘‘Inspector General Oversight
Consistency Amendment Act of 2022”°, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-33. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. Act 24-686, “W. Cardell Shelton Way
Designation Act of 2022”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-34. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
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